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A WORD ABOUT  EXPERTS

ALTHOUGH father is sceptical of experts, he does
not belittle knowledge, or authority derived from
knowledge. He has several times submitted his body
cheerfully to the surgeon, and if he wanted a house
built he would, if he could afford to do so, employ
the best architect. These are practical experts who
have to stand or fall by their work, The expert he
cannot stand is the expert statesman or politician who
proceeds from one blunder to another and instead
of hiding his head in shame still calls upon the world
to hearken and obey.

As quite a young man it was the social reformer
of the Toynbee Hall type who earned his wrath.
He met them as a poor law guardian and always
denounced their peeping and prying into the homes
of the very poor. Their object of course was to
prove to the Guardians that there was no need
for public assistance; so if there was a rather nice
bed, or sofa, let alone piano, they would always
put pressure upon the applicant for relief to pawn or
sell rather than become paupers. They were justly
hated for their inquisitorial methods practised indis-
criminately upon the sick, the aged, and the indigent
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